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IN a 11 til': white room of tho Lari-

boi.-i re Hospital .li Paris, sur-

rounded by his former assistants
id nurses, lies one of tho bravest!

iikn in Prance, lie Js M. Charles
Yuillant, martyr to science and progress,why is giving his life by Inches'
in order that humanity's sufferings
may be minimized and the world may
be made healthier and happier. Al-
ready armless, having submitted thirteenoperations in what seems to be
a vain attempt to arrest the ravages
o radiographic cancer, developed
nineteen years ago, M. Vaillant knows
Uiat tho next few months may bring
either new amputation and suffering,
or even death. But he refuses to be
downcast by this prospect, and to all
visitors repeals constantly the elieer-
Jul. altruistic refrain of martyrdom:

"What is my lite compared with the
health of millions of my follow beings,
tor whom 1 gladly give it?"

M. Vaillant's career has passed al-
mn.-t unnof i<v»<l to tho mit«!<]iv woi-Kl.

Only on rare occasions have newspapers
mentioned his suffering. and then only
because some Government odlciul has
succeeded in obtaining an honor for
the patient sufferer. But when early
this month it was announced that M.
Vaillant had submitted a thirteenth
operation, and although he could no
longer do practical work as head of the
Hurtboisiore radiographic laboratory
he did not intend to permit amputationsto interfere with Ills mastery of
radiography, his name was echoed
front one end of 1'Vance to the other.
Officials of all grades hastened'to his
bedside to pay homage to an in-
illimitable spirit. Expecting to iind a
broken mentality' as the result of such
sacrifices, they found instead a man
o.' keen Intelligence, clear of eye and
apparently with a physical system
capable of withstanding any pain. To
these men of high places, M. Vaillant.
who at the very height of his career
did not receive a yearly salary of
more than $800. smiled Ins recognition
of their courtesy, and told them:

"I have only done what I could for
my fellowniep. Surely I could not refuseto give what I had."
A similar case is that of T'rof. Ber*

goni of Bordeaux University, who has
suffered amputations <>i the right arm
and three fingers of the left hand. He
has Just been awarded a Carnegie
Hero Medal.

Dr. Vaillant is a few months over
50 years and be bravely hopes that
with an artificial arm ho may be able
at least to direct the work of faithful
assistants, an l perhaps even discover
some method of averting for others
the danger of radiographic cancer,
which has already claimed its victims'
In.. "ranee, England, Germany and the
Ti nlteil States in considerable numbers.

M. Vaillant. when 113 years old, in
1S95. was attached to the Eariboisiere
laboratory. Radiography was in Its
infancy, but the world was already beginningto dream of an era when,
thanks to X-rays, Roentgen and other
discoveries, disease might be banished.
M. Vaillnnt entered into the spirit of
radiographic research with tremendousenthusiasm, personally making
changes in the imperfect machinery
with which the Paris laboratories were

supplied. Thousands of persons were

photographed during those early years
of radial science, but so great was the

BOY'S HOM
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fluences and the experiences they need
most for their development. I can
cite examples of excellent fellows now
in college who lost one or both of their
parents in Infancy and who were
obliged to shift largely for themselves
all through their preparatory school
days. Doubtless there were many who
grieved bitterly over the calamity and
looked with great anxiety upon the
young lives left to the mercy of a cold
world without paternal guidance, and
of course there was every reason why
they should think so. As a matter of
fact, however, this apparent misfortunethrew these boys upon their own
responsibilities and gave them in a

very efficient way the very training
which is essential to success and which
*«> frequently is lost on account of the
indulgence of parents.
A country youth once wrote me concerningadmission to college. He said

tiiat his father had died during his
junior year in high school and that
he had been obliged to leave school
and go to work. He could furnish
certificates for admission in some of
the preparatory subjects but not all.
He had spent four years in taking
charge of a grocery store and was
anxious 'o know whether we could
giro him any credit for that experience.Very few committees on admissionwould l»e in lined to give any
credit for this particular course of,
training, gild yet f have no doubt that
(his boy learned through his experiencelessons which arc not always
taught In the home or In the ltest prl\atoschools.self-reliance, ability and
willingness to wort.

' 'c-w darcnta recognize the imparlanceof mental hygiene. They arc)
quite familiar with the t-.ipa 0f physicalhyg'e.qc, and T have never known
parents who knowingly and wilfully
neglected the bodily needs of their
children, hut very few parents are
a ware that there Is any such thing as

mental ailments, to say nothing about
the proper methods of dealing with
them. There are many students In
college to-day who have puzzled their
parents and their teachers for years,
nnd who have been regarded as odd,
unusual or misfits, who are simply
suffering from some mental disorder
which might have yielded lo proper
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fear of possible ill effects from the unknown.mysterious rays that many
even had to he paid to submit to examination.finally the apparatus,
though far from the strength of rays
used in hospitals to-day, was achieved,
and M. Vaillant's name began to be
hoard throughout the hospitals of
France us an authority.

Hut this success was a costly one.
At the very moment his ahiltly was
assured scientific recognition.after
eight years of laboratory slavedom.
M. Valllant first realized that his life
was in danger. One by one the nails
ot' his fingers began to fall.the first
symptom that in some moment of
oarelessu<A perhaps, or due to an unexpectedR-posure to direct rays, the
tissues had been burned through and
the dreaded cancer had commenced its
attack. Doctors had been prophesying
that this would deplete the ranks ot
radiographic scientists by scores beforea cure w ould bee found. It has.
and the only palliative so far discoveredis amputation of the affected
parts, with no certainty that in a few
months tho disease will not have
spread to reach some vital organ.

It wasn't until four years later that
M. Valllant was compelled to yield to
his first operation, amputation of the
index finger of his right hand. This
amputation had t*o results.it re-:
lieved him of all miliary service, much
to his regret, but it definitely conse-
crated his life to his laboratory and
service to humankind.
Signs of burned tissues, drying of

the skin, steadily appearing ulcers and
evidence that the flesh itself was being
consumed by the malady continued for
five years, and in 1912 the middle fin-;
gor was cut from the left hand. "That ,.

was the one time in my career that I
lost hope for a while as it was fate's
warning that both arms were affected
;yid that the malady had not been centralized,"admits M. Vaillant.
One by one the other fingers were

amputated, at. intervals of from four jmonths to a year, but >1. Vaillant re-'
fused to abandon his apparatus. Even !,
when his left hand was cut off a i,st#nipy wrist was still useful to push i1
down levers or open camera shutters,
while hands wore certainly unneces-
sary to explain the theory of railiog-
raphy to the scores of students who
flocked to the Laribolslere laboratory.
Surgeons constantly expressed fear1
that gangrene would set in after these ';
successive operations, hut M. Vaillant
again laughed at fate and continued
to challenge the rays which had not
yet been mastered.

"Tt was when I was recovering from
the amputation of my left hand that T
had the greatest honor of my life,"
says this patient sufferer. "The 7'residontof Franco, SI. Polncare, came to
my bedside and spoke words of cheer
to mc. In a voice that was sincere In
its emotion. Yes. 1 have been awarded
the tiegion of Itonor and the 10.000
francs of the l*rtx Asiddeford, which jis given to those Injured in the pursuitof scientific duties, but I shall
never forget the day when the I'residentof my country was willing to
ome to the bedside of a poor student."
About thirty months ago Drs. Cuneo

and Picot. both personal friends and
freauent collaborators of M. Vaillant,!
decided that a radical operation was
necessary to halt the spread of the
malady. The radlogruphlst consented
immediately.as usual, declaring that
ft might Increase surgical knowledge
of cancer itself and bring relief to
other sufferers.although it meant the
amputation of his entire left arm. M.
Vaillant for weeks lay between life
and death and the ablest surgeons of'
France were rushed to his aid. Finally,
thanks to modern serums and a new

E TRAINING
treatment a*, the i-tart and thus have
saved no end of suffering: and un- :'

happiness. Tho young men themselves
know that something is wrong, they
are perfectly willing to talk with me
ubout it, hut very diffident alsmt men-1i
tionirtg th« matter to those who fail
to diagnose the case preperly, even
their parents. Mental diseases do not
reveal their presence as tangibly as
physical diseases. Their nature Is not
easily diagnosed. We know little at
present about the germs or the antidotes.Still, these diseases are real and
are more common than we think.
Psychiatrists tell us that In practicallyevery case thee » diseases yield
readily to treatment If dealt with in
their early stages, but the trouble is
they give so little evidence of their
presence that they became deep seated
ijeforc any one is alarmed or taken
any stops to check their advance.
We are establishing in our colleges

chairs of psychiatry in the hope of
arousing an interest In tho study of
mental conditions and of training men
and women for positions of service in
the schools and in the hospitals, but
so far as the mental needs of our
niuucnifl art! concerned tills instruc-
tion comes too late. The study and
the treatment must start hack in the
home and parents cannot afford to,
shirk the responsibility. Where parentsare untitled for thece delicate
tasks they should call in the assistanceof those who by study and ex-
perlence are qualified for the work.
Parents are Inclined to forget that!

the mind, like the body, needs properj(nourisiiment, a pure atmosphere,
wholesome exercise, relaxation and
rest.
'Closely connected with this neglect

and misunderstanding is another fail-
lug on the part of our well meaning
parents. In order to satisfy their own
selfish whims parents frequently insistthat their children prepare for jcertain vocations upon which they
themselves look nith favor, but for
which the children are by nature en-
tirely unfitted. The father has a very Jremunerative position for a young en- ',
glneer, and so he insists that his son.
who is of an artistic temperament.
shall pursue the engineering oourtie.
A fond parent makes up his mind

before his children axe born that If he

1
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application of Valllant's unconquerabk
will power, followed .by a long convalescence,it was believed that health
had been restored.
Uut M. Vaillant's laboratorj' dayt

were over. Xo longer could be manipulatethe delicate apparatus. Bui
Ibis did not prevent his visiting th<
laboratory on every possible occasion
or giving bin professional advice or

serious cases upon which hewascallec
Into consultation. When friends suggestedretiring to the Riviera with his
wife and daughter. M. Vaillant refusedpoint blank with such insistence
that his laboratory colleagues nevei

repeated the offer.
Only a few weeks ago new sigrn

ippeared that the flesh eating mulad>
had restarted its deadly work in hi?
right arm. It was decided to watch
Hie danger for a while before amputating,and then only to cut awaj
portions of the arm actually affected
Having passed the half eent.ury mark
the surgeons did not care to risk thei:
patient's life by repeating the ex
tensive amputation of his other arm
and when he awoke after the operation,to find bis colleagues, family anc
friends waiting in an ante-room tc
L'tmn- u-hftlVifip Im u'nnl/l rpfuvpi* \f

Vaillant smiled a bit wanly, looked al
the ten inches of upper arm still left
and suggostod to Dr. Ounco:
"There's just enough left to fit a

nice artificial arm, isr^'t there, doctor?'
"Nothing1 can prevent unforoseer

accidents such as I have had," sayi
M. Vaillant. Of course, we are as carefulas possible, and to-day the apparatusis guarded by louden shields, whil<
great progress is being achieved in al'
the branches of radial work from the
original X-ray to radium emanations
Hut there is always the danger of un

consciously getting within the rangf
of the rays, and then there seems tc
be nothing left but to wait results
When I first started we used to work
with only three or fottr amperes; ii
was probably with this that I was first
burned. To-day radiographic sclenc*

; EFFECT I
ever has a son lie ahull be a doctor
The son is born, his education is carefullyplanned from kindergarten up
With the medical course in view. Hut
the son has no interest whatever in
the study of anatomy or medicine. He
hangs to it Just because his father
demands it. I am glad to say that 1
have been instrumental in breaking
up many foolish plans of this sort an<]
have eventually succeeded tn getting
the misguided boys started on thf
right track toward a profession fot
which they have some natural quail-
fixation.
Parents do not as a rule realize hose

much wo need their cooperation in tlu
great nnd important work we are tryingto do for their sons. Some parents
feel that their responsibilities are ovei
the day the boy leaves homo for college.aJid that whether we succeed ir
making a man of him is entirely tii
to us. Other parents retain a lively
interest in their sons after they hove
entered college, but because of ignorance,selfishness or poor Judgment
they very seriously interfere with our

efforts and frequently undo some oi
the good things we may have accomplished.Frequently wc find the son

very much more reasonable and very
mueh more mature in Judgment than
the father.
Some years ago I wts obliged to ask

a young student to withdraw from
college because of repeated failure'
In his studies. Th boy raised no questionconcerning the Justice of our actionand went to Ids home somewhere
In the middle West. A few days later
the boy's father, a distinguished
clergyman, and the boy himself appearedin my office. The indignant
father demanded that his son he reInstatedat once. T told the fathei
that both he and his son had had repentedwarnings to which no attention
had been paid, and that if we shoubi
allow the son to continue in college
under these conditions, both he and
we would fail to teach the son a les

onwhich might be more important
in his education than his whole college
'ourse. The boy agreed with me that
he was getting Just the treatment he
deserved and needed, but the father
whose divine mission for years had
been to give the highest type of Instructionand adviee to his pnrlshton
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is using forty and even more amperes.) <

It takes no great mathematician to! ,
seo that the danger is steadily increusjlug. Of course at the beginning we '

were clumsier than to-day, but the risk!f
is always there." I t

Unfortunately. members of the I,ari-11
i oisiere staff pointed out, there are in-; I
sufficient funds in France to spend on f
protective research work, and until|
the United States, Kngland and other,
rich countries devote their wealth to!
this service it must br> feared that't
scientists will have to pay, like -M.
Vaillant and Prof. Tlergonie, their, <

tribute to fate in blind, sacrificial de- 1

votion to their fellows, in France j'
there is not even the satisfaction «>fi'
personal comfort, for salaries of scion- t

tists are reduced to a minimum.: 1

In M. Valllsnt'a case lie hus'i
never exceeded 1,000 francs a year ^

which is less than the humblest;'
scrubwoman of the French hospital.
would accept for an eight hour day..
Vet even from this salary men like M.
Vaillant are dally contributing a por-
tion of their income for the purchase
of small improvements for their apIparatus, with no hope of ever obtain-1

> lng a refund from the official ex

chequers.
t Yet all this sacrifice may not lie
,! without compensation. M. I.ouis

Puech, president of the Paris Munlci-
i! pal Counei!, lias drawn an impressive

moral for the people of France and the
i rest of the world from the sufferings

of 31. Vaillant. At the last session ofj
the Council M. lhiech declared: "I
have self*, him on his bed of pain, his

? face marked by a marvelous serenity.
surprised and almost confused by the
expressions of sympathy and admira.tion which reach him from all parts,
Dr. Vaillant has not sought glory, but

! glory has sought him in spite of him>self, and if it is not within our power
to honor such devotion and sacrifices.
it is for us to honor ourselves because

I of them, to draw from them their les-
[ son and to inspire our lives by their

example."

N COLLEGE
krs. insisted that the son keep his
ideas to himself. This was a matter.
he said, which he proposed to handle
himself, deliberately throttling our

efforts to overcome a serious defect in
ins son's training. His final words to
mo, after T had convinced him that his
son could not return, were: "Your'
action, sir, is most unjust, and you
shall answer for it before the judgmentseat of God."
Our success in performing our par- r

ticular portion of the task of edueat- u

in;? young men uepenas largely ii|wu u

thorough understanding of their na

ture, their temperament and their I
tendencies, and pa rents ought to be i

able to give tin more reliable informa- t
tion concerning these traits thin any v

one eiKe. it is not auflielent t'or lis to
know that men have successfully <-oin- r

pletcd prescribed courses of study in t

the preparatory school and to be as- i

sured by certificate, diploma or exatni- t

nation that so far as intelligence is I
concerned they are prepared to take t

L| up college work. Very few men who s

come to us are unprepared in the sense 1
in which the word is ordinarily used. t
The trouble is that in passing from th< 1 <

home and preparatory school ntmos- s

phere Into the ntini>spher<> of the col-1 a

lege the young student may not under- «

stand the attitude of the college and
may !>e greatly perplexed and worried
over the failure of the college methods
of instruction to articulate with those c

of his earlier years. He doesn't under- a

stand, bo isn't understood, llere la s

where we need the close cooperation s

of the parents and former teachers. t
The aim of the college is to give to i

those intrusted to its care that type of t
training which shall result In the high- li
est development of their physical, In- t
tellectual and moral powers, but the 1;
college can never accomplish this, t
great task alone. We do not tinder- n

estimate the important part which th» t
college education plays In this task li
but there are limitations and serious t
handicaps under which we work and si

which make us dependent for our sue-11
cess upon the support of a number of ti
outside agencies. t

i' We look to the parents and the pre- a

paratory school teachers for our great- A
est assistance, and are frank to admit t
that without their cooperation we shall r
make poor progress. *
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3ne Sent His Shirt ;
as Last Possession
-Girl's Luxury ,c

Claim Was More i'
Than She Earned

r
ONE of our standard dictionaries

defines "Publican" as a col- f
lector of revenues, and goes s

n to say, historically, "Prom the na- -v

ut-c of their ottiee and t'ne oppressive
xactions of many of their number,

heseofficials were generally regarded i
>y the inhabitants with detestation! s

,nd contempt." j ;
What was true of the publican in j

liblleal times seems to be equally true {
n the twentieth century. Probably s

he most unpopular man, ex-ofliclo, in 1

s'ew York to-day is J. H| Y. Ivins, c
deputy Attorney-General and Deputy
Hate Tax Commissioner, in charge of t

lie .State income tax bureau at '

iibany. Mr. Ivins's unpopularity ex- !
sts principally among persons he has t

lever mot, for he is at heart a genial
..III 'mil I,. nr. iviiili liiwnnnulhl'. t.^y O
. - ~

he enactment of the law which seems

o bo the target of so much anathema (
n the great indoor sport of abusing 1
he income tax and the collectors of it. *

Mr. Ivins, in the person of the publean,has his problems. The law itself
ind its interpretation, the difficulties i
>f administration, the innumerable de-

^
isions and determinations that must (
»e made on questions of fact as well r

l.s on questions of law; questions that '

onie up all of the time, such as the
ietermination of property values, ;
ates of depreciation, allocation of in- t
onie to various sources, applications
f the principles of accounting- all
iresciit their various difficulties. But
iside from these difficulties, due to
he nature of the law, arc the dilll- ^
ultios due to the nature of the tuxiayero.
low the Taxpayer

Looks to the Collector
Not all of the hatred, ridicule, con-

enipt and scorn arising from the in-
oine tax flow from the public in the
lirection of the publican. Kor every
housnnd taxpayers who feel like curs-
ng the income tax collector the col-
eclor himself feels like eilraim' e

housund taxpayers. Fortunately, Mr.
vjns has a sense of liuntor and has
reusured up in his mind many of the
imusing incidents connected with his
iftloe to the exclusion of those which
rritate. In talking of his Job before
he New Fork Har Association, Mr.
vins said:
"Around the borders of tho country

t is very possible that tho abuse of
ho Elgnteenth Amendment Is more
>opular, but I think taking tho eounryns a whole the income tax and
ho collectors of tho income tax are
irobably tiie recipients of more abuse
han everything else nut together."
Iiiscussing tho taxpayer and his]lurk ways Mr. Tvinu says:
"The law permits tho deduction of

he ordinary and necessary expenses!
if carrying on business, but excludes
icrsonal expenses. Trying to draw
be line between tho two gives rise to
nore disputation than all the rest of
nir work put together A great many
axpayers adopt what I call the sine
iua non or condition precedent theory.
If I don't tip the stage hands gen

rously,'says the vaudeville actor,
they'll crab my net.' The star says
If J don't give dinner parties to the
icoplc in my company they won't fee!
riendly toward me. and won't support
no properly.' The prima donna says
If 1 don't keep a throat specialist in
onslant attendance on my esophagus
cannot sing so well.' The drummer

iays 'If I don't take the buyers to the
heater they won't buy my goods.'
I'he movie queen says 'I'd lose prestige
Liid earning power if I were to travel
>n tho subway.it Is absolutely neceslaryfor me to maintain three autonoliiles.it would never do for m< to
to shopping in a taxicab.' '

lie tells tho case of one Jerseyman
vho went so far as to deduct the rent
if his home in Monti lair, en the theory
hat if he did not maintain it he could
lot work in New York. He insisted
hat the collector must get a court de-
tsion. When Mr. Ivlns offered to liti;utewith him he said no.
w ncn i nn«w»»r uiw/ pwpn1 oy

aylng, 'If I don't rat I cun't work.
f I don't buy clothes I can't appear in
ourt. But I'm not allowed to deduct
bo o<v" of food and clothing.' they 1

iy it Is not a fair comparison.
"Thb sine qua non theory is om- '

non to every walk of life but two
he. bur nnd the cloth. I have yet to
neet a case oAki clergyman who tried 1

o deduct depredation on an automn- (

die or the wages of n valet (though '

ho clergy do pet mixed up on their '

took transactional. And I have only '

lad r-iilled to my personal attention '

wo case* of lawyers who considered
linner parties and membership dues In '
0 in I <luh« as part of their ordinary a

ind necessary business expenses"
rhe Young Woman Who ,

Was Very Luxurious 0

Then there was or.o young lady who 1
stimoted her luxury taxes. She was *

1 stenographer in a law oflieo with a '

alary of $1,550. Her return showed 1
toss income, $1,550; charitable con- c

ributions, $30; luxury taxes, $500; net 1

ncome, $1,000; exemption. $1,000; no I
ax. The auditor disallowed $1R0 of t
icr luxury taxes mid she objected to
ho disallowance and demanded a i
tearing. She admitted at the hearing r

hat the deduction was an estimate t

lid when asked how she arrived at t
he estimate she explained tluit elm <

ad been dribbling out pennies Ht I
he soda fountains an 1 'he movie pal- \

ices and quarters and half dollars on c

heater tickets, and items on her cloth- 1
ng, and seemed to be paying out all
ho time, and she Just knew it (
imounted to *500 during the > <
Vheti she w-iis shown that Iiixtfi.,
axes of $500 would Indicate an exlendlturefor luxuries of probably t
0.000 she asked u« if they couldn't I

. 1922.

TAX COL
TRICKS (

>e easy on her because she really was
lard up, and she even tried a few
ears to soften the stony heart of the
>ublican.
The white queen who could believe

hree impossible things before breakastevery morning didn't have anyhingon what is expected of the in-
omo tax man. He is expected to be-
ievc thirty impossible things an hour
ach day. j1
"Here not long ago." said Mr Ivins.

T had the case of an actress who
hayed a society part.she wasn't a

lancer.who claimed to have worn out
hi the stage an average of two pairs
>f stockings to the librforotance,
tockings that she paid $10 a pair for.
the also took off luxury taxes on

tockings purchased for homo von-
umption, -00 pairs during the year.
I'hat young lady's stocking bill for
irofessional and personal use amounted
ilto'gether to about $4,000 for the ''

rear. And I was expected to believe it.
S'ow if there had been included some
if these fancy ones at $300 or $400 a
lair credulity would not have been
drained quite so far, but she Insisted
hat she was not extravagant, that

'

the didn't pay more than $12 for any
f them. 1

"When a gentleman takes a deducionof $110,000 for traveling expenses
t rather strains the credulity of the
ncomo tax collector even If his gross )
ncomo is as great in proportion to
hose expenses as the average gross
nconie bears to the average traveling
xpenses. One can understand how a
Irummer making $2,000 a year might
lave to spend $1,000 for traveling ex-

>enses, but it's hard to understand (

pend $110,001) for traveling expenses
vop though lie does make $220,000
tross.
"The, hydra or mythology had noth- ;

ng on some, of the families in New
fork- The head of a family is entitled
o a $2,000 exemption. We have faml-
ios on the Kast Side with rhreo, four
ind five heads. Vou can't always catch
hem 'because no two of them spell
h< ir names quite the same, but we
lo catch them once in a while, and
h( n we are expected to arbitrate biweentwo or thee children, each one

nsisting that, he is the head of the
'amlly, and they refuse to get to-
rether among themselves and elect a

lead.

Beating the $io Tax by
Being Head of Family

"That head of the fumily proposition
a probably our worst bugbear. There
n't any way of checking up except

>y sending out thousands of investignore.We never bad any appropriation
o employ enough investigators. <v n
or the work thaL will pay well- The
taxpayer gets a $1,000 exemption lie
s not entitled to, a reduction in his
ax of $10. It would probably cost us

nuch more than $10 to check up; that
s, if we attempted to chock all the
leads of families for every improjierly
laimed exemption discovered it would
arobably cost us more than the addiional$10 we would collect, and the
taxpayers arc trading oil that very
fact.
"I had to interview a young lady

the other day whoso return showed
that she was tho head of a family.
Her 1919 return showed that she had
dependent on her s father nud sister;
her 1920 return showed tiiatfishe had
two aunts and two uncles, and her 1921
return showed that she had three sis-
tors. I asked her if she r-oiiM explain
It and she said, no, she could not explainif, her attorneys had done it.
Sho said the first time when she tirst
made out an Income tax return her atlorneyhad said: 'Now you have somicl>odythat you support In some way,
haven't you, so that you can claim to
»«. th" head of a family,' and she said
that when her father and sister wore
mt of work she helped them out. so
the attorneys had put her down as the
head of a family with father and sister
lependent. The next year she hadn't
« < n her income tax return at all.:
riie attorneys made it out for her, they
dgned it for her, in her name, not as

lifetits; they verified it for her in New
I ork count) when she was in I'liila-
1< Iphln. and they sent it in for her
with their cheek. She said that she
oiildn't explain any of the items on it
jccaiise she had never seen it. Sli<
aim It ted tha't she only hud one aunt
md no uncles, so that the nn» aunt!
uiri two uncles were a matter of Imag

inationon the part of the attorney
svlio prepared the r. turn, hut she
xeemed to think that was quit"- ail
igfht. She said 'They knew T had some
iependents and put down what they
bought i-cusonable.' She had only one
sister, but the next year they put
three sisters on the return.
"I had a long argument one day with

t young man who estimated that he
lad $50 In luxury tax and he wanted
:<i deduct that $50 not from hts gross]
ncome, but from his tax. He had a

tax of about $40 to pay and lie l
the luxury taxes amounted to *50 and
ivipi'd out the Income tax.
"You'd be surprised how man; se-

in itios arc playing I »r. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde. Securities which for the pursineof the inheritance tax wcru north
lothlng In the fall of 101$, when It
omos to the Incomo tax were w. irth
>ar on January 1. 1919. and consti-
uted a heavy loss to the holder when
le eold them during 1919 or 19-1 for a

<mall figure.
"As you know, the N'ew Tork Ptate

ncorne tax law, like the FVderal.
dlows the deduction of had dol»ta. A
rood many taxpayers there are who
eetn to make a practice of lending
noney to peoplo who have already
lemonstrated their worth!essness. in

Dill A lends money to B. and belna
ruisfled that it will never be repaid
10 charges it off as a had debt. Btil
le lends liim some more in 1920 and
haxges that o(T as a bad debt, ai d
hen ho lends him some more in 1921.
Usually Ti In related to A in some way
» blood or marriage.
"There are a lot of men who used in

*» in the habit of supporting their
nothers or their unmarried sisters,
riving tbein on allowance, but site e

he Income tax law came along they
ion't give them an allowance; tho\
end them some money to live on. and
clien It is not oald hick thc\ write it
ft as had debts and tako a deduction
or It an their income tax return-.
"Then there are the dl-erlmmatlons
m the part of the mails at the P>> t
dike, if you believed the taxpayers
ow ahso'utely negligent they are In

»g the Tax Commission's lete->w careful they are In deIvet.Mtorney General's let. (

LECTOR
3F THE t

$
ters! We hnve a system for sending
out additional assessments. The audilionaiassessment notice, form is
mailed by the collection division to
the last address given by the taxpayeron his return or in any correspondence.If payment is not received
in due course a follow up letter that,
is called form 321-a is sent from the
same collection division and by the
=ame clerk that sent the assessment
notice. If 321-a does not result In a

rolled ion. 321-aa is sent by tlio same
lerk to the same address. The penal-

ties are sweetened every deal, of
course. If 321-aa does not result in a

collection, then 321-b is sent. But
321-b is different; that is on the At-
torney-General's letterhead and signed
in the name of the Attornoy-General.1
and it threatens an action for $1,000
penalty if payment isn't made at once,
t would be willing to estimate that we

ire informed by 20 per cent, of the
taxpayers who get tins 321-b letter
that this is the first they ever heard
if it. 321 went astriy; it didn't conn
back to us. 321-a wont astray and
321-aa went astray, never reaching
the taxpayer.must have been lost in
the mails. But 32l-b rot There. The\
ilways receive that, and they proceed
!o get indignant because they are
threatened with penalties after they
gnored three communications in suc'esssionfrom the Tax Commission.
Phey get indignant and write the Attorney-Generalsomething like this:
"T incloso you your jj°u net of

tlesh" in the form of my check herewith.T do this under protest and it
must be understood that 1 waive non<
it my rights or privileges to enter suit
against the State of New York. I am
rather astonished that you have not
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also placed the matter with iho Adjutant-Generalwith a threat of the
whole National Guard and a liring
squad at. the end of the same. That
would be quite in keeping with th«
bullying: policy of your "Empire"
State.'
"Another taxpayer who seemed to

see it in a slightly different light,
wrote:
"'What's the matter, have them

hungry politicians up in Albany run
out of money again?" N
Hard Luck Tales and

Some Amusing Ones
"You would never believe that In a

modern, enlightened. civilized eornmu-
nity there could he so many kinds of
hard luck as aro told tts. I am not
facetious when I say that it Is nallyj
astonishing the number of taxpayers
who make good incomes in one year
and who are too broke to pay one per
cent, fax on net taxable income when
fh> lath of April conns around in the
next year. The nmnls-r of taxpayers
who are just two jumps ahead of tho
sheriff or who arc held tfp by their eyelasheswith the bankruptcy attorneys
waiting at the back door would .surpriseyou. Many in apparently profitablebusinesses showing intones of
ten to twenty-live thousand dollars for
the previous year honestly make re-

turns, show what ihey owe the {state.
plead they arc unable and ask if we
cannot let them pay it in ten or fife r
instalments. Of course, sometlnp s we
have accepted such payments as we
can get. but we are very reluctant to
establish any precedent, because we
cannot afford.we haven't got the help
to permit lis to open a set of hooks
with each taxpayer to keep an open
running account, but sometimes when
we don't see any possibility of collectingail)' other way we do accept pay-
mcnls in installments. But that is
payments on additional assessment.*
with penalties. We don't let a man
come In and say. T owe you a hundred
dollars due on April 1.< nnd f propose
to p.'iy that at the rate of $10 a month

'

during the rest of the yoar. if lie
doevn't pay It in duo time It won't t*
a hundred ho Is paying, but much
moro likolv two hundrod, so !t Is poor
business on the part of the taxpayer
to delay his payment in that way, but
some of them are absolutely tip against
it. nnd they rannot do anything else.
"Wr got amusing Incidents, too.

Sometimes it is hard to classify Incidents.asto whether they ought to be
treated as annoying or arntising. There
:>re the taxpayers who want to get
even with the state and think they
ran do It by putting the employee* of
the Income Tax lbironu to a lot of
trouble, of course, the not result Is
to delay what should bo done for other
taxpayers. r't> in Albany last winter
an old men cargo in during the collectionperiod and get in line. When ht
got to the cashier's window he producwla return that called for the paymentof almost a thousand dollars:
thou he look off hi* h'«h st'k hnt, in
whi> li 'lie hail one dollar bills each
opnrately rilled up into a little twist,
and he started to smooth those out.
keeping forty people behind him In
line, and if we bad let him stand there
at the window he would have had Clod
knows how many, but the cashier
made arrangements whereby an auditortook the old gentleman over to 11

table In the corner of the room and
they vat down and vmonth' >1 out dol
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TELLS
jQDGERS
Bootlegger R e

ported $259,000
but Failed to Sign
Name o r M a k e

Paviuent On It
lars and counted them over for two
and a half hours- Nuw he thought lie
was getting even with the State by
tying up the cashier.
"We had the same thing happen m

the New York office. A woman came
in and paid a large tax with very small
bills which she had concealed over her
person in every conceivable place.
"The author of thisi letter prcbab'y

did not realize that it was funny:
" 'Please send me form 201. Will i

be aloud to deduct 10°o depreciation
on cows on farm machinery as there '

all of that on the above mention.
Will i beloud to deduct fifo interr-r oil
same as i had not receive a return of
any money on items mention at all the
milk from above was either fed to
my calves or given to mv father has
one hull calf and one heifer ra 'bat
is worth we will say Is worth
present prices an one bull i gr
to my father. Yours respoctab
"Put the taxpayer is somctim

liberately somewhat of a hui
One of our auditors wrote a ie
a farmer inquiring how he elairr
prcelatlon. on a pig when he re
on an investorv basis. The Utter
ought to have been writte
amount involved was too snui

probably tie auditor figured t
this taxpayer wasn't checked u| P
this year lie would be doing tti<
tmng every year, ami tins is 11
swor xv.' got:

"'Regarding the pir in qu
woukl say that the pis was 1
; t'tor Inventory and was fed an
or acute indigestion because h
too greedy. Hefore the fall hive
apropos of the dead pig, he u>

get. into the trough lengthwis
would not give his mate any <

but he paid the penalty for liis
One morning when my man w<

the barn to feed him he lay o
back with his four legs extr
toward heav n and his mouth .

open, wltl 1 death stare in hit
gray e A thought he had eon

oi' had a "tcrlnarian perform
o| tl < truth was that tin.

h id u.ed of acute indigestion.
There might be a moral in this story
for th»- State and Government tax department*.but we sincerely trusi tha*
they won't he penalized as that poor
greedy pig was.'

The Bootlegger's Letter
Which Contained No Cash

"Then we have the Jokestor.tie
man who is making game of us. < 1<

i verv line return the other da>
withoutat.y money.from an Italian

in New York w ho said lie had made
Ji'30,000 gross in the bootlegging business.He showed a gross income <>f
$:.'30.000 for bribes to Federal prohibitionofficer*. At tiie bottom of tli
return he put. 'God bless T'ncie Sam
and the prohibition fool.' Hut in laplacewhere the tax should he computedhe put, 'Tux to bo paid after
death.'
"The man who wrote this letter put

ins name ana auuress on ji una uppar<ntly expected a reply:
"'.Let me know if I should charg

depreciation on my wife's good looks.
Wo grow old. you know, and sonu

pones her kisses cost mo money. M.j«
1 take out such sum as expenses? <' hi

you also tell me if the State roll, s

income tax on regular ""hooch" sold
in New York city for from $S to
a bottle and 7'. cents to J1 a drink?
Surely tlmre nmst be a prolit in hooch
at such fancy prices.'
"Then there was the fellow who sent

us his shirt. Tie didn't even have it
laundered. lie sent it in by panel
post v ith a little note saying, 'You
have taken everything else; you mid t
just as Well have this.'
"The taxpayers who are annoyed

cause we don't Iwlievo their aliM l
propositions, or Is-cause we in-ist on

following the rule laid down h> the
Supreme Court of the United States or

the Court of Appeals In the construe,
tlon of some section, write tts some
of the loveliest letters of vituperation
you ever saw. They are going to wits*
out the income tax, usually they mo
going to vote against the Coventor,
whichever Covernor it hnppen; to l»e.
or thev are going to protest to the
Coventor and have the staff of the incometax bureau fired. Wo started at
one time to keep a file of copies of
those letters, but they got so common
they were not interesting. The taxpayerwho is usually the hardest «.n

us is the one who has had a deduction
disallowed in 1!>19, has claimed the
same item in 1979 and has had it rii--allowed,and has gone on and claim. I
the same item in 1921, and has 1
subjected to « penalty. That is the
fellow that is going to vote the Clo«
ernor out of office and arrange 'Cth
the new Oovernment tp hang, draw
ami qunnti iu« iioit iiiwiuv; i«i*

reati.
"But there tire 99'-4 t>cr cent. 1*1(11

arc decent nnd of them there arc quite
a number who are Hilling to cxprcK"
their appreciation. Iiett rs come to
my attention ail the time In which
different units of the bureau nre

thanked for the courtesy nn<i dispatch
with which they have handled case*.

Those things help to cheer 111 up.
They counteract some of the black
thoughts that prow on us as we audit
absurd returns, unreasonable returns,
crooked returns and read letters of
vituperation and threat from dissati*fledcranks. Now you know liow it i<.howdiscouraging it is to work
alonar, getting all the knocks and
kick* that are coming your way and
to have only rarely a word of thank*
or encouragement. I think the very
fact thnt the publican pets so little
appreciation when he does satisfactorywork la responsible in very larce
part for the bureauemtle uttitude. As
I sold In the beginning, the public
thinks hurshty of the publican, hut
that Isn't a patch on what the publican thinks of the public. Now if the
public would bo a* little more liberal
in their attitude tow-aid the publican
very likely the publican would be
more kindly In his feeling toward the
public snd they would get nlncr bettertogether.'* .


